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Fire Protection Narrative  
 
A fire protection narrative is a written overview of the components and function of life safety systems.  
It must describe all aspects of fire detection and suppression systems. A narrative is required whenever  
a fire alarm or fire suppression system will be replaced, upgraded, or altered in terms of function; and,  
for all new construction and renovation projects.   

 
If a building permit is required , the narrative must be submitted to the Building Department.  

 
If a building permit is not required , the narrative should be submitted directly to the fire marshal 
for review and approval.   

 
All appropriate permits must be pulled and a narrative provided prior to the start of construction. 

 
 
 

Fire Protection Requirements By Location  
 
Front Entrance  
 
 

                               
 
 
A Knox-Box is required by the International Fire Code (Section 506) at any building where the fire 
department may need to gain access.  The Knox-Box shall contain marked and tagged keys to the 
building, elevator, and the fire alarm system.   
 
In addition, the Knox-Box shall contain a laminated listing of three building contact numbers.  It  should 
ÂÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÅÄ τȾυȭ ÆÒÏÍ ÇÒÁÄÅȢ  )Æ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÏÕÓ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÏÒÅÄ ÏÎ ÓÉÔÅȟ -ÏÄÅÌ ρσπψ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÕÁÌ key option 
is recommended.  If a hazardous materials Knox-Box is installed, it shall contain building plans, MSDS  
sheets (if applicable), building keys, engraved key tags and contact numbers. 
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As paper key tags decay over time, ρ ϴȱ ÅÎÇÒÁÖÅÄ ÙÅÌÌÏ× ËÅÙ ÔÁÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ following keys: 
 

 Front Entrance 
 Exterior Doors 
 Master Key 
 Fire Alarm Control Panel Key (FACP KEY) 
 Elevator Key (3502 ELV.KEY) 

 

Front Lobby  
 

An approved fire alarm annunciator panel, with a permanently mounted graphic representation of the 
building above it, must be located directly inside the fire service entrance.  The graphic representation is 
required to be located next to either the fire alarm control panel (FACP)or the fire alarm annunciator  
panel (FAAP).    

 
4ÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÎÃÉÁÔÏÒ ÐÁÎÅÌ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÌÙ ÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ Ȱ&ÉÒÅ !ÌÁÒÍ !ÎÎÕÎÃÉÁÔÏÒ 0ÁÎÅÌȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÎÇÒÁÖÅÄ labels 
ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ρȱ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÏÎ Á ÒÅÄ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ 

 
The following guidelines shall apply to the construction of graphic representation and graphic annunciators. 
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